NINETEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Service for the Lord’s Day
October 11, 2020 | 11:00 a.m.
The Session and members of First Church extend a sincere welcome to all persons regardless of
race, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership,
the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and
service as an officer of the church.

Gathering
The peace candle represents our prayers for peace in a broken world. The congregation is asked to
offer prayers of intercession for one another and for those who lead
in these times of remote worship.

Prelude			
Welcome

“Adoration”

Florence Beatrice Smith Price

Introit

“What Does the Lord Require”		
Jim Strathdee
What does the Lord require of you? To seek justice and love kindness and walk
humbly with your God.					
–Micah 6:8, paraphrase

Christina Angelopoulos, Hannah Nacheman, Arri Lawton Simon, and Richard Storm

Call to Worship						
Praise the Lord!
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever.
Who can utter the mighty doings of the Lord,
or declare all his praise?
Happy are those who observe justice,
who do righteousness at all times.

Hymn 624

“I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”

Prayer of Confession

Psalm 106: 1-3

TOULON

Your love is greater than any love there is.
We know that you love each one of us more than we can ever imagine.
We know too that we live in a world that does not love all our neighbors.
We also know, Lord, that we too contribute to hurting others,
And we do not always lift up the voices of our brothers, sisters, and siblings.
We confess that we fall short of loving all people to the fullest,
And instead choose to put our own beliefs ahead of loving our siblings.

Teach us to stand for justice even when our words are not articulate.
Forgive us, Lord, so that we might be doers of justice and spreaders of love.
Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
Doxology							
Traditional
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

OLD HUNDREDTH

Inclusive
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all people here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore;
praise Triune God, whom we adore.
Amen.

Sharing Signs of Peace

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

Hearing the Word
First Lesson

							
Isaiah 25:1-9
O Lord, you are my God;
I will exalt you, I will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.
On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear.
And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.

Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

Second Lesson

Philippians 4:1-9
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord.
Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they
have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of
life.
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be
known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just,
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there
is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about
these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received
and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Sermon

“What’s in Your Mailbox?”

Audrey Webber, MDiv

Responding to the Word
Hymn 824

Affirmation of Faith

“Near to the Heart of God”

		

MC AFEE

from The Belhar Confession – PC(USA)
We believe that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to bring
about justice and true peace among people; that God, in a world full of
injustice and enmity, is in a special way the God of the destitute, the poor
and the wronged that God calls the church to follow God in this;
for God brings justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry;
that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;
that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps orphans
and widows and blocks the path of the ungodly;
that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans and the
widows in their suffering; that God wishes to teach the church to do what is
good and to seek the right;
that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of suffering
and need, which implies, among other things, that the church must witness
against and strive against any form of injustice, so that justice may roll
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Prayers of the People

Offertory		

“Breathe on Me, Breath of God”
Craig Phillips
Breathe on me, breath of God, fill me with life anew, that I may love what thou dost
love, and do what thou wouldst do. Breathe on me, breath of God, until my heart is
pure, until with thee I will one will, to do and to endure. Breathe on me, breath of
God, till I am wholly thine, till all this earthly part of me glows with Thy fire divine.
Breathe on me, breath of God, so shall I never die, but live with thee the perfect life
of thine eternity.							
–Edwin Hatch, alt.

Prayer of Dedication
Sending
Hymn 804

“Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”

MARION

Benediction
Postlude

“Toccata on ‘Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart’”

Albert L. Travis

The congregation is invited to continue worshiping through the postlude,
which is offered as a thanksgiving to God.

MUSIC NOTES Florence Beatrice Smith Price (1887-1953) was born in Little Rock,
Arkansas. She composed over three hundred works and was the first black woman to have
a symphony performed by a professional orchestra – the Chicago Symphony Orchestra.
Her songs were performed by some of the most admired voices of her day. Overlooked
following her death, the 2009 discovery of manuscripts and other papers in a dilapidated
home in rural Illinois brought a renewed attention to her work. “Adoration” was one
of several contemplative works published in 1951. • “What Does the Lord Require” is a
musical quodlibet – the different melodies of the hymn layered one upon another. Composer
Jim Strathdee, along with wife, Jean, have a ministry as touring folk-musicians, bringing
hope and encouragement to communities across the country. • Craig Phillips is director
of music at All Saints’ Church, Beverly Hill, California, and a prize-winning organist and
composer. His setting of “Breathe on Me, Breath of God,” is subtitled a choral hymn, and
offers a contemporary take on this familiar 19 th century hymn text, intended as a hymn for
ordination. • For over forty years, Dr. Albert L. Travis has been Organist at Broadway Baptist
Church in Fort Worth, Texas. Broadway is committed to the inclusion of all people and
equality of all members – including the inclusion and full equality of women, people of color,
and LGBTQIA persons in all facets of congregational life – including leadership. Dr. Travis’
setting of “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart” embodies musically the call of the hymn –to rejoice!
–Michael Shake (with notes adapted from King of Kings: Organ Music of Black Composers
Past and Present, compiled and edited by James Abbington, GIA Publications, Inc.)
PERMISSIONS Adoration. Copyright © 1951 The Lorenz Corporation. Used by Permission. Published in
2009 by GIA Publications, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. What Does the
Lord Require. Text and Music © 1986 Desert Flower Music. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. I Greet
Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art. Public domain. Doxology. Inclusive text © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg.
There Is a Place of Quiet Rest. Public domain. Breathe on Me, Breath of God. Copyright © 2014 Selah
Publishing Co., Inc. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart. Public domain.
Toccata on “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart”. Copyright © 1986 Broadman Press. Scripture quotations are
from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Education
of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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