
The Session and members of First Church extend a sincere welcome to all persons regardless of race, 
nationality, gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the 

sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and service as 
an officer of the church.

GatherinG

The peace candle represents our prayers for peace in a broken world. The congregation is asked to 
offer prayers of intercession for one another and for those who lead 

in these times of remote worship.

Prelude  “Variations on Wondrous Love”                               Robert Lau   
“What wondrous love is this, O my soul” 

“to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM” 
“to bear the dreadful curse for my soul” 

“And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on”

Welcome

call to WorshiP
We gather for a time of wonder which calls us home.
We gather to hear God’s word which inspires and challenges.
We gather as people called to open our lives to others,
leading us to fully live into God's kingdom.
Let us worship God!

hymn 215                 “What Wondrous Love Is This”                    WONDROUS LOVE

  
Prayer of confession

For the times we are afraid of the stranger,
for the times we refuse the stranger,
because we think our resources are just too meager,
Lord, forgive us.
For the times we stereotype the stranger
as enemy,
as dangerous,
as inferior somehow,
Lord, forgive us.
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For the times we are too busy trying to impress our guests—
the times we think we are being hospitable,
but instead serve only our own needs—
Lord, forgive us.
For the times we miss the gift of the stranger,
for the times we close our door in fear,
for the times we miss your face in the other,
Lord, have mercy. Forgive us. Amen.

assurance of Pardon

doxology                            old hundredth

sharing signs of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

children’s Prayer and lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

hearinG the Word

first lesson                                      Luke 14:1, 7-14
On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 
Pharisees to eat a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 
down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has 
been invited by your host; and the host who invited both of you may come 



and say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would 
start to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and sit down at the 
lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move 
up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table 
with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.”

He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or 
a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich 
neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would be repaid. But 
when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. 
And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid 
at the resurrection of the righteous.”

anthem                               Johann Crüger
Soul, adorn yourself with gladness; leave the gloomy haunts of sadness. Come into 
the daylight’s splendor; there with joy your praises render. Bless the one whose grace 
unbounded this amazing banquet founded; Christ, though heavenly, high, and holy, 
deigns to dwell with you most lowly.  
Jesus, source of lasting pleasure, truest friend and dearest treasure, peace beyond all 
understanding, joy into all life expanding: humbly now, I bow before you, love incarnate, 
I adore you; worthily let me receive you and, so favored, never leave you. 

– Johann Franck, trans. Catherine Winkworth and John Casper Mattes

Christina Angelopoulos, Alexandra Schleuderer, 
Brandon Hynum, and Andrew Martens

second lesson                                Luke 14:15-24
One of the dinner guests, on hearing this, said to him, “Blessed is anyone who 
will eat bread in the kingdom of God!” Then Jesus said to him, “Someone gave 
a great dinner and invited many. At the time for the dinner he sent his slave to 
say to those who had been invited, ‘Come; for everything is ready now.’ But they 
all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of 
land, and I must go out and see it; please accept my regrets.’ Another said, ‘I have 
bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to try them out; please accept my 
regrets.’ Another said, ‘I have just been married, and therefore I cannot come.’ So 
the slave returned and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house 
became angry and said to his slave, ‘Go out at once into the streets and lanes of 
the town and bring in the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame.’ And the 
slave said, ‘Sir, what you ordered has been done, and there is still room.’ Then the 
master said to the slave, ‘Go out into the roads and lanes, and compel people to 
come in, so that my house may be filled. For I tell you, none of those who were 
invited will taste my dinner.’”

sermon                          “The Dinner that Goes Wrong”        Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell

respondinG to the Word

hymn 301                            “Let Us Build a House”             TWO OAKS



affirmation of faith                                   from The Belhar Confession
The Belhar Confession has its roots in the struggle against apartheid in southern Africa. 
Formally adopted by the Dutch Reformed Mission Church in 1986, it was one of the “standards 
of unity” for the new Uniting Reformed Church in Southern Africa (URCSA). Belhar’s 
theological confrontation of the sin of racism has made possible reconciliation among Reformed 
churches in southern Africa and has aided the process of reconciliation within the nation of 
South Africa. The Presbyterian Church (USA) added Belhar to the Book of Confessions at the 
2016 General Assembly.

We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation
is made manifest in the church
as the community of believers
who have been reconciled with God
and with one another.
We believe that unity is, therefore,
both a gift and an obligation
for the church of Jesus Christ.
We believe that,
through the working of God’s Spirit,
it is a binding force,
yet simultaneously a reality
which must be earnestly pursued and sought:
one which the people of God
must continually be built up to attain.

Prayers of the PeoPle

offertory                                   Orlando di Lassoé

Prayer of dedication

hymn 766         “The Church of Christ Cannot Be Bound”                       MC KEE

sendinG

Benediction

Postlude                     “Caprice sur les grand jeux"         Louis-Nicolas Clerambault

The congregation is invited to continue worshiping through the postlude, 
which is offered as a thanksgiving to God. 
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Domine Deus salutis meae in die 
clamavi et nocte coram te,  
intret oratio mea  
in conspectu tuo Domine.

O Lord, God of my salvation, 
when, at night,  
I cry out in your presence, 
let my prayer come before you. 
          – Psalm 88:1-2
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MUSIC NOTES Dr. Robert Lau (b. 1943) is a former chair of music at Lebanon Valley College. 
He has been commissioned to write choral and keyboard works for a variety of churches, in-
dividuals and institutions, including the “Variations on Wondrous Love,” commissioned for the 
celebration of a new pipe organ and sanctuary renovation at Camp Hill Presbyterian Church 
in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania. Each variation draws inspiration from a line of this beloved 19th 
century American hymn. • A predecessor of Charles-Marie Widor as organist of Saint-Suplice, 
Paris, Louis-Nicolas Clerambault (1676-1749) descended from a line of musicians in service 
to the French crown. His Suite on the Second Tone is liturgical music – the organ movements 
intended to be played in alternation with chant sung by the choir. The title for each movement 
indicates the registration (sounds) to be used by the organist. The “Caprice” is a lively, free-
form movement using the “grand jeux,” – a potent combination of trumpet sounds – intended 
as a musical Amen for the suite.


