
The Session and members of First Church extend a sincere welcome to all persons regardless of race, 
nationality, gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation to membership, the 

sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and service as 
an officer of the church.

Gathering

The peace candle represents our prayers for peace in a broken world. The congregation is asked to 
offer prayers of intercession for one another and for those who lead 

in these times of remote worship.

Prelude	      “Fugue in E flat Major, Op. 99, No. 3”        Camille Saint-Saëns 

Pealing of the Carillon

Introit             		     Tibi, Christie, splendor, Patris; plainsong, 12th cent.
Alleluia, song of gladness, voice of joy that cannot die; alleluia is the anthem ever raised 
by choirs on high; in the house of God abiding thus they sing eternally. Therefore in our 
hymns we pray thee, grant us, blessed Trinity, at the last to keep thine Easter with thy 
faithful saints on high; there to thee forever singing alleluia joyfully. Amen.       
						             –Latin, 11th cent; John Mason Neale, alt.	

Welcome

Prayer of Invocation							            
Please stand in body or spirit.

The blessing of Father, Spirit, Son;
Holy Trinity, Three in One,
be in our meeting and our greeting,
in the worship we share and the words of our prayer.

The blessing of Father, Spirit, Son;
Holy Trinity, Three in One,
be in our living and our breathing,
that through our hearts and our words
your truth may be heard. Amen. 

TRINITY  SUNDAY
Service for the Lord’s Day
May 30, 2021 | 11:00 a.m.



Hymn 1      	      “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!”                                 NICAEA
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Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!
THE TRIUNE GOD

1

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Reginald Heber, 1827, alt.;
    Korean trans. The Christian Literature Society of Korea; Spanish trans. Juan B. Cabrera
MUSIC: John Bacchus Dykes, 1861; desc. David McKinley Williams, 1948
Korean Trans. The Christian Literature Society of Korea
Music Desc. © 1948, ren. H. W. Gray Co., Inc. (a div. of Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp.)

NICAEA
11.12.12.10

Much of the imagery of this hymn comes from Revelation 4:2–11, which its author, an Anglican bishop,

Trinitarian theme by strong dependence on the D-major triad.
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THE TRIUNE GOD
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Much of the imagery of this hymn comes from Revelation 4:2–11, which its author, an Anglican bishop,

Trinitarian theme by strong dependence on the D-major triad.
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SPANISH
1    ¡Santo! ¡Santo! ¡Santo! Señor omnipotente,
     siempre el labio mío loores te dará.
     ¡Santo! ¡Santo! ¡Santo! Te adoro reverente,
     Dios en tres personas, bendita Trinidad.
2    ¡Santo! ¡Santo! ¡Santo! La inmensa muchedumbre
     de ángeles que cumplen tu santa voluntad,
     ante ti se postra, bañada de tu lumbre,
     ante ti que has sido, que eres y serás.
3    ¡Santo! ¡Santo! ¡Santo! Por más que estés velado
     e imposible sea tu gloria contemplar,
     santo tú eres sólo y nada hay a tu lado,
     en poder perfecto, pureza y caridad.
4    ¡Santo! ¡Santo! ¡Santo! La gloria de tu nombre
     vemos en tus obras, en cielo, tierra y mar.
     ¡Santo! ¡Santo! ¡Santo! La humanidad te adore,
     Dios en tres personas, bendita Trinidad.
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Prayer of Confession
God of grace, love, and communion,
we confess that we have failed to love you with all our heart, soul, and mind;
to love our neighbor as ourselves.
We ignore your commandments,
stray from your way, and follow other gods.
Jesus Christ, the face of God to us,
in you we see God's love reflected:
Lord, have mercy.



Jesus Christ, peace from God to us,
you bring reconciliation to the whole world:
Christ, have mercy.
Jesus Christ, our life and unity
through the Spirit poured out on us:
Lord, have mercy.
Have mercy on us, Lord,
lead us to the joys of everlasting life. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon

Choral Acclamation				        GELOBT SEI GOTT, arr. Michael Shake  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
								               –Traditional liturgical text  

Sharing Signs of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you!

And also with you!

Children’s Prayer and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hearing the Word

Anthem	                    					                Giuseppe Ottavio Pitoni 

Scripture Lesson               	  	        			             Romans 8:12-17
So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according 
to the flesh—or if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of slavery 
to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with 
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Sermon             	                             “About God”        		    Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell
 

Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song,  
his praise in the assembly of the faithful.  
Let Israel be glad in its Maker;  
let the children of Zion rejoice in their King. 
                          –Psalm 149:1-2; sung in Latin 

Cantate Domino canticum novum;  
laus ejus in ecclesia sanctorum.  
Laetetur Israël in eo qui fecit eum,  
et filii Sion exsultent in rege suo. 



Responding to the Word

Affirmation of Faith                      		      		    The Apostles' Creed
Please stand in body or spirit.

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the
body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

Offertory	                   			     	                 Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy   

Prayers of the People

Sending

Hymn 839     	          “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!”       	         ASSURANCE

Please stand in body or spirit.

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest. 
     –Liturgy for Holy Communion; sung in German 

Heilig, heilig, heilig, ist Gott, der Herr Zebaoth! 
Alle Lande sind seiner Ehre voll. 
Hosianna in der Höh’! 
Gelobt sei, der da kommt im Namen des Herrn! 
Hosianna in der Höh’! 



Blessing

Postlude	     			          “Sortie"       	  Richard Webster 

The congregation is invited to continue worshiping through the postlude, 
which is offered as a thanksgiving to God. 

Remain seated until the end of the postlude.  Join us on the lawn to greet one another.



Sermon Notes



Sermon Notes



Staff Contacts

The Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell, Pastor/Head of Staff - gstovell@fpcnyc.org
The Rev. Dr. Barbara E. Davis, Executive Minister - bdavis@fpcnyc.org
The Rev. Dr. Mark D. Hostetter, Associate Pastor - fpcnyc@fpcnyc.org

Michael Shake, Director of Music - mshake@fpcnyc.org

The Rev. Dr. Jon Walton, Pastor Emeritus
The Rev. Dr. J. Barrie Shepherd, Pastor Emeritus

Hannah Faye Allred, Staff Associate for Congregational Care - hallred@fpcnyc.org
Sophia Canfield, Online Streaming Coordinator - scanfield@fpcnyc.org

Kathleen Cook, Nursery School Director - kcook@fpcnyc.org
Tony Feliciano, Sexton - frontdesk@fpcnyc.org

Jon Harris, Family Music Ministries Coordinator - jharris@fpcnyc.org
Lisa Polite, Administrative Assistant - lpolite@fpcnyc.org

Paul Schnabel, Director of Finance and Facilities - pschnabel@fpcnyc.org
Nicole Stansifer, Director of Engagement - nstansifer@fpcnyc.org

Babs Smith, Assistant Director of Finance and Facilities - bsmith@fpcnyc.org
Audrey Webber, Associate for Hospitality and Visual Arts - awebber@fpcnyc.org  

PERMISSIONS  Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 by 
the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by per-
mission. All rights reserved. Fugue in E flat Major, Op. 99, No. 3. © Public domain. Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God 
Almighty! Public domain. Glory Be to the Father. Arr. © 2021 Michael Shake. Used by permission. Cantate domino. 
Public domain. Heilig. © 1964 Walton Music Corporation. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Blessed As-
surance, Jesus Is Mine! Public domain. Sortie. © 2005 Augsburg Fortress. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. 

Leading This Morning 

Rev. Dr. Barbara Davis, Executive Minister 
Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell, Pastor/Head of Staff

Audrey Webber, M.Div., Associate for Hospitality and Visual Arts 

 
The First Church Choir

Michael Shake, Director of Music


