Christ Be Beside Me /02
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1 Christ be Dbe - side me; Christ be be - fore me; Christ be be-
2 Christ on my right hand, Christ on my left hand, Christ all a-
3 Christ be in all hearts think-ing a - bout me; Christ be on
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hind me, King of my heart. Christ be with-in me; Christ be be -
round me, shield in the strife. Christ in my sleep - ing, Christ in my

all tongues tell -ing of me.  Christ be the vi - sion in eyes that
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low me; Christ be a - bove me, nev - er to part.
sit - ting, Christ in my ris - ing, Light of my life.
see me; in ears that hear me Christ ev - er be.

This text adapts part of a traditional Irish prayer associated with St. Patrick (see also no. 6). Such a prayer for
protection is known as a lorica, from a Latin word for “breastplate” or “armor.” It is set to a Gaelic melody
that gained wide popularity in the 1970s.

TEXT: James Quinn, SJ, 1969 BUNESSAN
MUSIC: Gaelic melody; arr. Dale Grotenhuis, 1985 5.5.5.4.D
Music Arr. © 1987 Faith Alive Christian Resources

Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A.



Fight the Good Fight

TRUSTING IN THE PROMISES OF GOD
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1 Fight the good fight with all thy might.
2 Run the straight race through God'’s good grace;
3 Cast care a - side; lean on thy guide.
4 Faint not nor fear: God’s arms are near.

—~~

S I e

T A = i I Ix\/ = O
§-4x —

o+ == :

o = 8
Christ is  thy strength  and Christ  thy right.
lift up thine eyes, and seek  Christ’s face.
God’s bound-less mer - «cy will pro - vide.
God  chang-eth not, and thou art dear.
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Lay hold on life, and it shall be
Life with its way be -  fore us lies;
Trust, and thy  trust - ing soul shall prove
On - 1ly be - lieve, and thou shalt see
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thy joy and crown e - ter - mnal - Iy
Christ is  the path, and Christ the prize.
Christ is its life, and Christ its love.
that Christ is all in all to thee.
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The opening phrase here (based on 1 Timothy 6:12) is not a military image but an athletic one, from a Greek
verb meaning “struggle” or “grapple” or “wrestle.” The sports context continues in later stanzas reflecting
the experience of a runner (recalling Hebrews 12:1-2).

TEXT: John Samuel Bewley Monsell, 1863, alt.

MUSIC: Attr. John Hatton, c. 1793
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