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1Im - mor-tal, in - vis - i - ble God on - ly wise,
2 Un - rest-ing, un - hast-ing, and si - lent as light,
3 To all, life thou giv - est, to both great and small.
4 Thou reign - est in glo - ry; thou dwell-est in light.
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in light in - ac - ces - si - ble hid from our eyes,
nor want -ing, nor wast - ing, thou rul - est in might:
In all life thou liv - est, the true life  of all.
Thine an - gels a - dore thee, all veil - ing  their sight.
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most bless - ed, most glo - rious, the An - cient of Days,
thy  jus - tice, like moun-tains high soar-ing a - bove;
We blos - som and flour - ish like leaves on the tree,
All praise we would ren - der; O help us to see
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al - might - vy, vic - to - rious, thy great name we praise.
thy clouds, which are foun-tains of good - ness and love.
then with - er and per - ish; but naught chang - eth thee.
"tis on - ly the splen-dor of  light hid - eth thee!
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The opening line of this hymn was inspired by the three divine attributes listed in 1 Timothy 1:17 (King
James Version), and it continues by considering how God’s life exceeds our own finite existence. The text is
well set to a Welsh melody shaped by many three-note units.
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TEXT: Walter Chalmers Smith, 1867, alt.
MUSIC: Welsh folk melody; arr. Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839



JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

/66 The Church of Christ
Cannot Be Bound
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1 The  church of Christ can - not be  bound by
2 True faith  will 0o - pen up the  door and
3 True love will not sit i - dly by when
4 If what  we  have we free - ly share to
5 The  church of Christ can - not be  bound by
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walls of  wood or stone. Where char -1 - ty  and
step in - to the street. True ser - vice will seek
jus - tice is de - nied. True  mer - cy hears the
meet our neigh-bor’s need, then we ex - tend the
walls of  wood or stone. Where char -i - ty  and
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love are found, there can the church be known.
out the poor and ask to wash their feet.
home - less  cry and wel - comes them in - side.
Spir - it's  care  through ev - ery self - less deed.
love are found, there can the church be known.
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This text was the winning entry in a hymnwriting competition seeking new texts dealing with poverty and
homelessness, but as the stanza sung at the beginning and end of the hymn makes clear, such specific
ministries grow out of an understanding of the church as love in action.

TEXT: Adam M. L. Tice, 2005 MC KEE
MUSIC: African American spiritual; Jubilee Songs, 1884; adapt. Harry T. Burleigh, 1940 CM
Text © 2005 GIA Publications, Inc.

Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A.



MShake
Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. 


