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Welcome to First church!

The Session and members of First Church extend a sincere welcome to all persons regard-
less of race, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation 

to membership, the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, marriage, funerals, 
memorial services, and service as an officer of the church.

Welcome to the First Presbyterian Church in the City of New York. Over 800 
members call this place our spiritual home and we are grateful you are worship-
ing with us today. We believe First Church is a community of people called to 
stand on the intersection of faith and life as we witness to the love, grace and 
justice of God for all people.

Wherever you are in your journey of faith, I pray today’s service will be a bless-
ing for you. If this is your first time here, a member of the pastoral staff would 
love to greet you at the door and answer any questions you may have about the 
life and ministries of this church.

We are glad you are here. May you experience God’s welcome in this place 
today!

Greg Stovell
Senior Pastor

Join us for Coffee Fellowship on the North Lawn after the Postlude to meet 
one another, say hello to new faces, and enjoy refreshments.

Get involved Give interested in  
membership?



GatherinG

Prelude      “Fanfare on Psalm 80:1-3”                                      John Cook
Sing aloud to God our strength; shout for joy to the God of Jacob.
Raise a song, sound the tambourine, the sweet lyre with the harp.

Blow the trumpet at the new moon, at the full moon, on our festal day.

Pealing of the Carillon

WelCome

introit      Christopher Tye
Please stand in body or spirit.

O come, you servants of the Lord, and praise God’s holy name; from early morn to setting 
sun God’s might on earth proclaim. The laws of God are just and right, they make the heart 
rejoice: O praise the Lord, with heart, and soul, and voice.       –paraphrase of Psalm 113:1, 3

hymn 667                     “When Morning Gilds the Skies”          LAUDES DOMINI 

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession                                 
God-ever-with-us:
you draw us near to your heart,
so that, cradled in compassion,
we might see the brokenness of all who are around us.

Yet we have sinned and fallen short of your glory.
Have mercy on us.

Teacher-beside-us:
you draw us near to yourself,
so that, by following you,
we may discover the deep joy of serving the broken of the world.

Yet we have sinned and fallen short of your glory.
Have mercy on us.

Spirit-within-us:
you draw near to us with your peace,
so that, reconciled and restored to God,
we may be the healers to a world shattered by despair.

Yet we have sinned and fallen short of your glory.
Have mercy on us.
God-in-community, hear our prayers and grant us your peace...

silent Confession

assuranCe of Pardon



resPonse         NETTLETON  

lighting of the PeaCe Candle and sharing signs of PeaCe
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

Blessing of the BaCkPaCks and the lord’s Prayer
Children are invited to come forward to the steps for the prayers. Following the Lord’s Prayer, all 
children are invited to the Parlor for Church School and should be picked up there by their parents 
at the end of the worship service.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

hearinG the Word

first lesson                              Matthew 23:1-12   
 pew Bible, New Testament page 25/large print, New Testament page 31 

anthem      John Huston   
O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; serve the Lord with gladness and come before his 
presence with a song. Be ye sure that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us and not 
we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. O go your way into his gates 
with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise. Be thankful unto him and speak good of 
his name. For the Lord is gracious, His mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth from 
generation to generation. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As 
it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.   
             –Psalm 100, and the Lesser Doxology
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seCond lesson                              Malachi 1:14-2:10    
pew Bible, Old Testament page 888/large print, Old Testament page 1087 

sermon                         “The Sin of the Three Legged Lambs”    Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell

respondinG to the Word

affirmation of faith                                       from Philippians 2:5-11
Christ Jesus,
though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death— 
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: Jesus Christ is Lord! 
This we believe. Amen.

offertory      Ned Rorem 
Sing, my soul, his wondrous love, who, from yon bright throne above, ever watchful 
o’er our race, still to us extends his grace. Heaven and earth by him were made; all is 
by his scepter swayed; what are we that he should show so much love to us below? God, 
the merciful and good, bought us with the Savior’s blood, and, to make salvation sure, 
guides us by his Spirit pure. Sing, my soul, adore his Name! Let his glory be thy theme: 
praise him till he calls thee home; trust his love for all to come.  –Anonymous, ca. 1800    

doxology          OLD HUNDREDTH  
Please stand in body or spirit.
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Prayers of the PeoPle

sendinG

hymn 320                  “The Church of Christ in Every Age”                               WAREHAM    
Please stand in body or spirit.        

Blessing

Postlude     “Toccata, Op. 104”                                    Joseph Jongen 
The congregation is invited to continue worshiping through the postlude, 

which is offered as a thanksgiving to God. 

leading this morning 
Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell, Pastor 

Rev. Dr. Barbara Davis, Executive Minister 
Rev. Dr. Mark Hostetter, Associate Pastor

Emma Gritsch, Seminary Intern 

The First Church Choir 
Michael Shake, Organist and Director of Music 

 
WORSHIP NOTE  John Huston served First Church from 1956 until his unexpected death in 1975. 
A native of Greenville, Texas, Huston was a graduate of The University of Texas and the School of 
Sacred Music at Union Seminary. Before coming to First Church he served Holy Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Brooklyn. In 1962 he was appointed organist and choirmaster at Temple Emanu-EI where 
he succeeded Robert Baker. An obituary in The Diapason magazine noted: “He enjoyed an extensive 
career as an organ recitalist; he was a frequently published composer of music for the church, and 
he presented over the years a distinguished series of oratorio performances at First Church and an 
equally distinguished series of organ recitals at Temple Emanu-EI. But he probably would have pre-
ferred to be remembered for his service playing, at which he was one of the acknowledged masters.”  



Today 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and Theology

11:00 a.m. Homecoming Sunday
12:00 p.m. Coffee Fellowship

12:00 p.m. Youth Group

Wednesday
12:30 p.m. Bible Study

Thursday
8:30 a.m. Thursday Morning Prayer Writing

this Week at first

announCements
  

We are Now a “Mask Welcoming” Church thanks to a Session vote on Wednesday, 
September 7th! This means that, while masks will not be required on church grounds, 
anyone is welcome to wear one based on their personal preferences and health needs. 

The First Presbyterian Church Nursery School is now accepting applications for 
admission for the 2023-2024 school year! The option of Early Decision notification is 

offered to applicants whose parent(s) are active Church Members, and who have joined the 
Church by October 2020. For more information visit fpcns.org/admissions. 

Conversational Spanish is back! Do you want to improve your Spanish while learning 
about the culture and history of Spanish-speaking countries? Starting on September 28th, 
join us Wednesday’s at 5:30 p.m. on Zoom. This conversational class is open to students of 

all levels! 

Art at First invites you to the reception for the STOP THE INVASION Art Show on 
Sunday, October 2 from noon to 4 p.m.! Gallery hours will run on Sundays, 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

in The Great Hall Gallery until October 30th. 

Join us for Coffee and Theology before Sunday worship on Zoom and in-person at 9:30 
a.m. until October 2nd. We will connect with our Wednesday Study of the Bible in 

three years. 

Join us for the finale of the Young Adults Action Group’s fall movie series. We will screen 
Ghostbusters on October 28th. The event starts at 7:30 p.m. on the north lawn, with doors 

opening at 7:00 p.m. Popcorn, refreshments, and blankets will be provided.  

Church World Services needs donations. They are currently facing a massive influx of 
refugees from Ukraine, Haiti, and other countries. Toiletry donations can be dropped off in 
the lobby of the Mellin-Macnab Building until September 30th and we will deliver them to 

Jersey City. 

Church School begins today for children of all ages! After the Children’s Prayer each 
week, children gather in the Parlor for music and stories. Today’s lesson focuses on 

Matthew 5:9 and what it means to be a peacemaker.

Friday 
7:00 p.m. Current Events 

Saturday 
10:15 a.m. St. Joe’s Soup Kitchen 

Next Sunday 
9:30 a.m. Coffee and Theology

11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
12:00 p.m. Coffee Fellowship 
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PERMISSIONS    Fanfare on Psalm 81:1-3.© 1952 Novello & Company Limited. O Come, You Servants of the Lord. Public domain. 
When Morning Gilds the Skies. Public Domain. Sing No Empty Alleluias. © 2021 GIA Publications, Inc. Used under ONE LICENSE 
#73497-A. O Be Joyful. © 1955 The H.W. Gray Co., Inc. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Sing My Soul, His Wondrous Love. 
© 1962 Henmar Press, Inc. Doxology. Inclusive Words © 1990 Neil Weatherhogg. Used by permission. The Church of Christ in 
Every Age. Words © 1971 Hope Publishing Company. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Toccata, Op. 104. Public domain. 
Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 by the Division of Christian Educa-
tion of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

 

 

 

 


