
CHRISTMAS DAY
Service for the Lord’s Day

December 25th, 2022 | 11 a.m.

Adoration of the Magi, Gentile da Fabriano, 1423, Tempera on panel.



Welcome to First church!

The Session and members of First Church extend a sincere welcome to all persons regard-
less of race, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation. This includes an open invitation 

to membership, the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper, marriage, funerals, 
memorial services, and service as an officer of the church.

Blessed Christmas to you and welcome to worship at The First Presbyterian 
Church in the City of New York. We are glad you are here and pray that this 
worship service is a blessing for your and your family. 

We are a church with 306 years of ministry, and a passion to serve God and 
neighbor in this great city. If this is your first time here, one of the pastors 
would love to greet you at the door at the end of the service and answer any 
questions you may have about the church. 

If you would like to know more about our church’s beliefs or scope of ministry, 
we invite you to join our Winter Inquirers class and lunch on Saturday, January 
21st from 10:00 am to noon. Please call the church office at (212) 675-6150 to 
reserve your place. 

May you experience the joy and blessing of Christmas today. 

Greg Stovell 
Senior Pastor

Join us for Coffee Fellowship on the North Lawn after the Postlude to meet 
one another, say hello to new faces, and enjoy refreshments.

Get involved Give interested in  
membership?



Prelude   “Carol Preludes: From Heaven Above,                          Wilbur Held 
The First Nowell, and God Rest You Merry”

Pealing of the Carillon

WelCome

Prayer of the day                          
Please stand in body or spirit.

Give us, O God, such love and wonder
that with shepherds and magi,
and pilgrims unknown,
we may come to adore the holy child, 
the promised King; 
and with our gifts worship him,
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Carol: hymn 147             “The First Nowell”                              THE FIRST NOWELL  
 stanzas 1-3, and 6

SCriPture reading                                         John 1:1-5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all 
people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

meSSage: alex’S life

hymn 377             “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”                          HOUSTON

SCriPture reading                                         Luke 2:25-35
Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s 
Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple, and when the parents brought in 
the child Jesus to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms 
and praised God, saying,
“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
    according to your word,
for my eyes have seen your salvation,
    which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
a light for revelation to the gentiles
    and for glory to your people Israel.”
And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. Then Simeon 
blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 
revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul, too.”



meSSage: alex’S Childhood

Carol: hymn 121   “O Little Town of Bethlehem”                                   ST. LOUIS

offertory      Norman Dello Joio   
O rest you holy infant, close your eyes to the star shining bright. Sleep in the arms of your 
mother who sings you through the night. A la ru, a la mé. The angels sing praises in heaven 
while Mary sings lullaby loo. Dream of a day, gentle baby, when man learns love from you. A la 
ru, a la mé.
  

doxology          GREENSLEEVES  
Please stand in body or spirit.

meSSage: alex’S faith

PrayerS of the PeoPle and the lord’S Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Solo      adapt. and arr. John Jacob Niles   
I wonder as I wander out under the sky, how Jesus the Savior did come for to die. For poor 
on’ry people like you and like I. I wonder as I wander out under the sky. When Mary birthed 
Jesus ‘twas in a cow’s stall, with wise men and farmers and shepherds and all. But high from 
God’s heaven a star’s light did fall, and the promise of ages it then did recall. If Jesus had want-
ed for any wee thing, a star in the sky, or a bird on the wing, or all of God’s angels in heav’n for 
to sing, He surely could have it, ‘cause he was the King. 

meSSage: alex today
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SCriPture reading                                         John 10:7-10
So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All who came 
before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the gate. Whoever 
enters by me will be saved and will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.

Carol: hymn 119         “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”      MENDELSSOHN
Please stand in body or spirit.

BleSSing

PoStlude “Go Tell It on the Mountain”               arr. Norah Duncan IV  

The congregation is invited to continue worshiping through the postlude, 
which is offered as a thanksgiving to God. 

 

leading thiS morning 
Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell, Senior Pastor

Ryan Bauer Walsh, tenor 
Michael Shake, Organist and Director of Music 



We wish to express our gratitude to the following for their gifts  
as we recall those in whose names the gifts are given. 

The Bowe Family in memory of Thomas and Mary Board; John and Katherine Bowe 

The Buice Family in memory of Stuart Upchurch Buice 

Chance Carpenter in memory of Bernice W. Holeman, Helen and Thurman Lloyd, Juanita L. Moser, 
Fernando Cadena and Jeffrey Simpson 

 Sally Collins and Faye Timmer in loving memory of parents Rev. Ray and Willie Mae Collins and sister 
Dawn Timmer Sterken. 

Barbara Davis in memory of her father and brothers, Robert Livingston Davis, Robert Livingston Davis Jr., 
and David E. Davis 

Mark and Carol Drummond in memory of our parents 

LouAnne Gilleland in celebration of Xavier Michael William, and in memory of Debra Garry, and Jean 
and Alvah C. Gilleland 

Anonymously given in memory of the Gilman Family 

Anne Gray and Steven White in memory of Lydia White and other loved ones of the Gray/White Family 
who have passed on 

Lesley B. Hoopes in memory of George and Georgina Bissell, Robert Dieman, Susan Gullia, Joseph and 
Elizabeth Hoopes, Susanne Notman, Michael and Beverly Sullivan, Patricia R. Vanderwarker 

Irenka Jakubiak in memory of Thadeuz and Rozalia Jakubiak 

Betty C. Jones in memory of family members and friends, Pat McNamara 
and Myra Tobin 

Aurora Jones-Owens in memory of Wayne, Betty and Albert Jones 

Kathryn Ketcham in memory of the Rev. Dr. John B. Ketcham and John R. West, M.D. 

Richard and Susan Korchak to the family we miss:  John and Elaine Korchak, 
James and Lillian Vichiconti, Sue Miller 

Douglas Krehbiel in memory of the Rev. David Krehbiel, the Rev. Jeffrey Krehbiel and Samir Shenouda 

Lisa Kyle in memory of Harvey R. Kyle 

Ian C. Laing in memory of Virginia Thoren…Hallelujah 

Bradley McCormick and Marion Katz in memory of Sue McCormick 

Allison Morrow in loving memory of my sister, Seth Jane Morrow 

Joan Reutershan and Meg Harper in memory of Virginia Baron, Earl Brown, Jr. 
and George Andrew Harper 

Audrey and Jay Reynolds in memory of Jay’s mother, Susan Reynolds 

Michael Shake in honor of the ministry of the First Church Choir

Barbara Swanson Sherman in loving memory of Arlo Sinclair Pratt 

Nadine Stewart and David Zydallis in memory of Bruce K. Stewart, our beloved brother 

Charlotte Walker-Said in honor of Monique Briend-Walker 

John Wilmot and Nicole Francis in memory of Ronald Francis, and Carter 
and Genevieve Wilmot 



Today
11:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship  

12:00 p.m. Coffee Fellowship

Monday 
Building will be closed 

Friday
Building will be closed

7:00 p.m. Current Events 

thiS Week at firSt

Saturday 
10:15 a.m. St. Joe’s Soup Kitchen  

Next Sunday
11:00 a.m. New Year’s Day Worship  

12:00 p.m. Coffee Fellowship

announCementS

There will be no Coffee & Theology today and New Year’s Day. Coffee and Theology will begin a 
new series in the new year (starting on January 8th) – Down by the Riverside: Crossings, Stillness and 

Sacrament. Using a variety of scripture stories each week, we will explore the significance of water in 
the biblical narrative and what those crossings mean for us today. The topic of the day for our first 

meeting will be Jesus and John. All are welcome before Sunday worship on Zoom and in the Morrow 
Room at 9:30 a.m. 

Help us bring in the new year! Join us for worship in the Sanctuary on Sunday, January 1st at 
11:00 a.m.

Church School begins a new series called Sing a New Song on January 8th in the Parlor during wor-
ship. Childcare is available on the third floor for children under three years old. 

Bible Study resumes on Wednesday, January 4th at 12:30 p.m. on Zoom and in the library with the 
book of 1 Samuel. 

The Elder Committee will host their monthly “Senior Luncheon Program” on January 12th from 
12:30 p.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Parlor. This event is titled “What’s Next in Education.” If you want to 

register for the luncheon, go to the front desk and ask for the sign-up sheet. 

 Join us for the third installment of the Earth Care Action Group’s four-part seminar series, “Best 
Practices” on Sunday, January 15th at 12:30 p.m. in the Parlor. 

Interested in becoming a member or just learning more about our church? Join us for our Inquir-
ers Class on January 21st from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Parlor. 

 The Associate Pastor Nominating Committee at First Church is looking for candidates to fill the 
Social Justice and Mission pastoral role, and they want to hear from you! They are seeking a leader 
with at least two years of experience who is an energetic motivator with a heart for mission to galva-
nize our congregation by broadening and deepening member involvement in opportunities to serve. 

If you want to refer someone, please email apnc@fpcnyc.org. 

Are you a caregiver for an aging adult? If so, The Elder Committee would like 
to hear from you about what kind of support we can help organize to help you 
care for your elderly parents or loved ones. Scan the QR code on your phone 

to bring you to the survey page.
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