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We Praise You, O God
ADORATION

612

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Julia C. Cory, 1902, alt.
MUSIC: Neder-landtsch Gedenck-Clanck, 1626; harm. Eduard Kremser, 1877

KREMSER 

12.11.12.11
(this tune in a lower key, 336)

The author wrote this text when only nineteen years old in response to a request from the organist of the
Brick Presbyterian Church in New York City, who wanted another Thanksgiving text to sing to this Dutch
tune. He regarded the usual text (see no. 336) as too full of conflict.
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Lift Every Voice and Sing
THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS

339

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: James Weldon Johnson, 1900
MUSIC: J. Rosamond Johnson, 1905

LIFT EVERY VOICE
Irregular

Initially a poem for a school assembly at which Booker T. Washington spoke on Lincoln’s birthday in 1900,
this text and tune have gained national recognition and devotion, not only within the African American
community, but also among all who seek liberation from oppression.
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THE LIFE OF THE NATIONS
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Goodness Is Stronger than Evil
JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

750

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Desmond Tutu, c. 1994
MUSIC: John L. Bell, 1996
Text © 1995 Desmond Tutu
Music © 1996 WGRG, Iona Community (admin. GIA Publications, Inc.)

GOODNESS IS STRONGER
8.6.7.6.4.4.5

Recognizing that this text arose from the years of apartheid in South Africa adds depth and resonance to
its already confident language. Yet these words can also be read as a summary of Christ’s death and
resurrection, the true basis of our hope that good will triumph over evil.
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