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WELCOME To FirsT CHURCH

The Session and members of First Church extend a sincere welcome to all persons
regardless of race, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation.

This includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism
and the Lord’s Supper, marriage, funerals,
memorial services, and service as an officer of the church.

Welcome to the First Presbyterian Church in the City of New York. Over 800
members call this place our spiritual home and we are grateful you are worshiping
with us today. We believe First Church is a community of people called to stand
on the intersection of faith and life as we witness to the love, grace and justice of
God for all people.

Wherever you are in your journey of faith, I pray today’s service will be a blessing
for you. If this is your first time here, a member of the pastoral staff would love to
greet you at the door and answer any questions you may have about the life and
ministries of this church.

We are glad you are here. May you experience God’s welcome in this place today!

Greg Stovell
Senior Pastor

Join us for Coffee Fellowship in the Lobby to meet one another, say
hello to new faces, and enjoy refreshments.

Gender-neutral restrooms are located at the back of the sanctuary
as well as through the wooden doors at the front of the
sanctuary on the south side. More restrooms can be found in the
lobby on the north side of the sanctuary.

GET INVOLVED GIVE INTERESTED IN
MEMBERSHIP?

If you are in need of care, such as prayer or a call from a pastor, a ride to the church, etc.,
please contact our church office at (212) 675-6150.
Our staff will connect you with one of our pastors or a deacon from our caring
ministry who can assist with your needs.



GATHERING

PRELUDE “Savior of the Nations, Come, BWV 599” J. S. Bach
“The Son of God Is Come, BWV 600”
“Lord Christ, the Only Son of God, BWV 6017

PrEALING OF THE CARILLON
WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
Awake people of God!
The night is far gone; the day is at hand.
Heaven and earth will pass away,
but the word of God endures forever.
The day of the Lord is surely coming;
the promise of God will be fulfilled.

Hywmn 100 “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout”  STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN
Please stand in body or spirit.

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God of the future,
you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule.
We confess that we have not expected your kingdom,
for we live casual lives,
ignoring your promised judgment.
We accept lies as truth,
exploit neighbors, abuse the earth,
and refuse your justice and peace.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Grant us wisdom to welcome your way,
and to seek things that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world...

S1ILENT CONFESSION
ASSURANCE OF PARDON
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PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Children are invited to come forward to the steps for the Lighting of the Advent Wreath, and afterward, children age 3 - 6th
grade are invited to Church School and should be picked up by their families at the end of the worship service.



HEARING THE WORD

SCRIPTURE LESSON Matthew 1:18-25
pew Bible, New Testament page 1/large print, New Testament page 1
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SERMON “Yearning for Christmas: Joseph” Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Matthew 16:16; Revelation 22:13; and, John 20:28

This is the good news
which we have received,
in which we stand,
and by which we are saved,
if we hold it fast:
that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures,
that he was buried,
that he was raised on the third day,
and that he appeared first to the women,
then to Peter, and to the Twelve,
and then to many faithful witnesses.
We believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of the living God.
Jesus Christ is the first and the last,
the beginning and the end;
our Lord and our God. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING

OFFERING ANTHEM Paul Manz
Peace be to you and grace from Him who freed us from our sin. Who loved us all, and shed his blood that we might
saved be. Sing holy to our Lord, the Lord, almighty God. Who was and is to come; sing holy Lord. Rejoice in heaven, all
ye that dwell therein. Rejoice on earth, ye saints below. For Christ is coming soon. E’en so Lord Jesus, quickly come. And
night shall be no more. They need no light, no lamp, nor sun. For Christ will be their All!

—Ruth Manz, based on Revelation 22

Hywmn 102 “Savior of the Nations, Come” NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN
Please stand in body or spirit. HEILAND
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
COMMUNION

INVITATION

PRAYER OF GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS

Please come forward at the direction of the ushers, those in the back of the center aisle will be invited forward first. The
servers will give you bread; please take a juice glass from the tray. You may take the juice in your own time and leave your

cup in the pew holders. Gluten-free bread and self-contained bread and juice are available, please ask your server. The cups
contain unfermented juice, so all may partake.

Music FOR MEDITATION “Reprise” Paul Manz

Hymn 92 “While We Are Waiting, Come” WAITING (Cason)

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Gracious and abundant God,
even as we wait for the fulfillment of your creation,
you meet us in Christ at this table, in this meal.
We thank you for feeding us with the bread of life
and quenching our thirst with the cup of salvation.
Now send us out into the world by the power of your Holy Spirit

to share your life and salvation with all whom we meet.
Amen.

SENDING

Hywmn 99 “My Soul Gives Glory to My God” MORNING SONG
Please stand in body or spirit.

BLESSING

CHORAL RESPONSE Anglican Chant, George S. Talbot
Text may be found in pew Bible, Old Testament page 583/large print, Old Testament page 717.

Please remain standing in body or spirit through the conclusion of the choral response.

PosTLUDE “Savior, of the Nations, Come, BWV 661” Bach

The congregation is invited to continue worshipping through the postlude,
which is offered as a thanksgiving to God.

The cross is dedicated
“In memory of all those who died from AIDS in our church and community.”
Our cross-bearer today is Emily Dawson.

Lighting the Advent Wreath are Michelle Manske and Henry Hale.

The small candle on the communion table is lit as a
prayer for peace in this Advent season.

LEADING THI1S MORNING
Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell, Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Barbara Davis, Executive Minister
Rev. Dr. Mark Hostetter, Associate Pastor
Jenny Bennett, Director of Youth and Family Ministries

The First Church Choir
Michael Shake, Organist and Director of Music



ANNOUNCEMENTS

Advent Devotionals
Advent devotionals are now available! You can pick up a physical copy at the back of the church, or read it online
at fpcnyc.org/advent2025.

Vespers Festival of Music: Behold New Joy | Today, December 7 | 4:00 p.m.

A journey of musical joy through the centuries with Benjamin Britten’s timeless A Ceremony of Carols, Eriks
ESenvalds’ radiant Trinity Te Deum, Shawn Kirchner’s exuberant Behold New Joy, and rousing carol singing
accompanied by brass, percussion, and organ. Featuring the First Church Choir conducted by Michael Shake.
Free admission. Childcare available: infant-age 3.

Christmas Flowers Contributions

Celebrate or honor a loved one this Christmas with a contribution toward the beautiful flowers that will adorn the
Sanctuary. Contribution forms are available in the lobby and the narthex. Forms must be received by Thursday,
December 11 to be listed in the Christmas bulletin. Contact Aileen (acaba@fpcnyc.org) for information.

A Tartan Christmas Fair

Thanks to EVERYONE who has helped on the Tartan Fair. But it’s not over! Shopping continues today during
coffee hour in the South Wing. If you bid on an auction item, winners are posted in the lobby as well outside the
Esther Morrow room. Winning bidders may pick up their items Tuesday and Wednesday evening OR next Sunday
in the Balconies. Clean up continues all week, so if you have a couple hours to donate, go to Sign Up Genius or
email tartanfair@fpcnyc.org and let us know when you can come. We work Tuesday - Thursday from

1 p.m.-9 p.m. ALL fair proceeds go to Bank Street Head Start School on East 5th Street and the Voices History
Project here at FPC.

Elder Care Luncheon
The Elder Care Committee invites you to attend the Senior Luncheon on Thursday, December 11 at 12:30 p.m.
in the Parlor. The children from the nursery school will be joining us.

Memorial Service for Bill Buice | Saturday, December 13 | 3:00 p.m.

We are saddened to announce the passing of our church member and friend Bill Buice, who entered the church
triumphant this Monday. Keep his family and friends in prayer. A memorial service to celebrate his life will be
held Saturday, December 13 at 3:00 p.m. A reception will follow.

Service of Candlelight Carols | Sunday, December 21 | 4:00 p.m.

A community highlight of the season! The First Church Choir and Student Choristers offer this beautiful annual
service of lessons and carols. A festive carol sing on the north lawn (weather permitting) follows. Childcare
available: infant-age 3.

Deacons of the Month
The December deacons of the month are Maged Shenouda and Diane Fairbank. They’ll be wearing a
name badge at coffee hour and would be happy to answer questions about the church.

Adult Education
This year’s hybrid adult education programs explore hope through ancient and contemporary voices.
* Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. - Midweek Bible Study: The Bible Study topic for (12/10) is The World Turned
Upside Down: Gospel Beginnings; Bible Study begins again in the new year.
* Sundays at 9:30 a.m. - Coffee and Theologians topics are Barbara Brown Taylor (12/14); Coffee and
Theologians will begin again in the new year.
For details and Zoom links, contact Barbara at bdavis@fpcnyc.org.

Youth & Family Ministries
The Family Ministries Christmas Party is Saturday, December 13, from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm. We’re so excited to
celebrate the season with you with crafts, snacks, caroling, and a special Nativity where children are invited to
participate and help tell the Christmas story. Please email Jenny to learn more: jbennett@fpcnyc.org.

* Worship Circle with Babies and Toddlers (ages 0-3), 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. first and third Sundays

e Church School (ages 3-6th grade), children should be picked up in the Parlor after worship
Student Choristers (grades 1-6), 12:20 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Youth Leadership Council (grades 6-12), monthly dinners; if you want to sign up for the one on
December 19, contact Jenny.
Club 345 (grades 3-5), fourth Sundays at 10:00 a.m.

* Confirmation (grades 7-9), select Sundays at 12:30 p.m.; the next meeting is after worship on

Sunday, December 7.

For more information, contact Jenny at jbennett@fpcnyc.org.



Volunteers & Action Groups Christmas Party

Join us for the Volunteers & Action Groups Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 16, in the Great Hall of the
South Wing, from 6:30 until 9 p.m. We will enjoy delicious catered food and wine, with the background of live
Christmas music and festive trees & colorful lights. Join us as we sing Christmas carols, relax in wonderful
fellowship, and laugh, play and even compete in a few lively games! All action group members are invited,

as are all church volunteers like Tartan Fair participants, ushers, officers, etc. Friends and significant others are
welcome, too! It will be a merry and meaningful time together so don your holiday sparkle, and drop in for a
few minutes or stay the whole evening! Please RSVP to mission@fpcnyc.org.

Soup Kitchen Volunteers Needed

St. Joe’s Soup Kitchen, which takes place at First Church every Saturday, needs volunteers! There are two
shifts—morning food prep (10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) and afternoon food service (1:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m.)—to help
cook and serve 300-plus meals to New York City’s homeless and hungry. No experience is necessary,

but please sign up in advance to volunteer. volunteer@sjsk.nyc or sjsk.nyc.

TS WEEK AT FIRST CHURCH

Today
9:30 a.m. Childcare
9:30 a.m. Worship Circle with Babies and Toddlers
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Theologians (hybrid)
11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship with Communion
11:15 a.m. Church School
12:00 p.m. Coffee & Fellowship
12:20 p.m. Student Choristers
12:30 p.m. Confirmation Class
12:30 p.m. Presbyterian Women
1:00 p.m. Tartan Fair
4:00 p.m. Vespers Music Festival

Monday
7:00 p.m. Current Events (virtual)

Wednesday
12:30 p.m. Bible Study (hybrid)
5:30 p.m. Conversational Spanish (virtual)

Thursday
12:30 p.m. Senior Luncheon

Saturday
10:00 a.m. Soup Kitchen
10:00 a.m. Family Ministries Christmas Party
3:00 p.m. Bill Buice Memorial Service

Next Sunday
9:30 a.m. Childcare
9:30 a.m. Coffee & Theologians (hybrid)

11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
11:15 a.m. Church School

12:00 p.m. Coffee & Fellowship
12:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

12:20 p.m. Student Choristers

12:30 p.m. LGBTQ+ Brunch (off site)



Draws Neaw thias Adsent

ALL ARE WELCOME TO GATHER,
REFLECT AND SHARE THE HOPE OF THE SEASON

TARTAN FAIR CHRISTMAS
December 5-7

VESPERS FESTIVAL OF MUSIC: BEHOLD NEW JOY
December 7 | 4:00 p.m.

SERVICE OF CANDLELIGHT CAROLS
December 21| 4:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
December 24 | 4:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.

f( 2025 ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
J WRITTEN BY TERI MCDOWELL OTT

LIGHTING THE ADVENT PATH
WITH HOPREZREACESIONEAINDE O ME

SCAN TO JOIN US IN FOLLOWING THE ADVENT DEVOTIONAL
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