
Caravaggio, Nativity with Saint Francis and Saint Lawrence, 1609

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Service for the Lord’s Day   |   December 21, 2025   |   11 a.m.



Welcome To First Church

Welcome to the First Presbyterian Church in the City of New York. Over 800
members call this place our spiritual home and we are grateful you are worshiping
with us today. We believe First Church is a community of people called to stand
on the intersection of faith and life as we witness to the love, grace and justice of
God for all people.

Wherever you are in your journey of faith, I pray today’s service will be a blessing 
for you. If this is your first time here, a member of the pastoral staff would love to
greet you at the door and answer any questions you may have about the life and
ministries of this church.

We are glad you are here. May you experience God’s welcome in this place today!

Greg Stovell
Senior Pastor

If you are in need of care, such as prayer or a call from a pastor, a ride to the church, etc.,
please contact our church office at (212) 675-6150. 

Our staff will connect you with one of our pastors or a deacon from our caring
ministry who can assist with your needs.

Get Involved Give Interested in  
Membership?

The Session and members of First Church extend a sincere welcome to all persons
regardless of race, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation.

This includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism
and the Lord’s Supper, marriage, funerals,

memorial services, and service as an officer of the church.

Join us for Coffee Fellowship in the Lobby to meet one another,
say hello to new faces, and enjoy refreshments.

Gender-neutral restrooms are located at the back of the sanctuary
as well as through the wooden doors at the front of the

sanctuary on the south side. More restrooms can be found in the
lobby on the north side of the sanctuary.
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“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”

Partita on “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”
Gathering

Prelude

Pealing of the Carillon

Welcome

Introit

Hymn 96 WINCHESTER NEW

Eternal God, 
   in whom we live and move and have our being, 
   whose face is hidden from us by our sins, 
   and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: 
Cleanse us from all our offenses, 
   and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, 
   that with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you, 
   confessing our faults, 
   confiding in your grace, 
   and finding in you our refuge and strength; 
   through Jesus Christ your Son...

Call to Confession

Bruce Neswick
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Response IN THE LORD I’LL EVER BE THANKFUL

Silent Confession

Beth McCoy
Prepare my heart for the Lord! Hope, love, joy, peace. Prepare your heart for the Lord! Hope, love, joy,
peace. Prepare our hearts for the Lord! Hope, love, joy, peace.

Please stand in body or spirit.

Prayer of Confession

Chorale, Meditation, Bicinium, Aria, Trio, and Toccata

Passing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you.
   And also with you.

This introit has been especially composed for the 
Student Choristers of First Church and Rachel Barker-Asto.
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“Yearning for Christmas: John”Sermon Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell

Hearing the Word

Responding to the Word

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”Hymn 128
Please stand in body or spirit.

W ŻŁOBIE ŁEŻY

Anthem Hal H. Hopson
A star shining in the dark. A song ringing through the night. These are the signs of the holy birth. These are
the wonders of God on earth. We look! We listen! We wait! O come, Emmanuel.
God with us? How it can be? Adam’s own son by God’s decree. This is the truth the prophets told. This is the
one we soon will behold. God with us! Sing! Rejoice!
A star! A song! Jesus is coming, his star appears. Jesus is coming, the song the earth hears. Veni Emmanuel.
Come, Lord Jesus, come soon!

This is the word of the Lord.
   Thanks be to God.

Scripture Lesson John 1:1-14
pew Bible, New Testament page 91/large print, New Testament page 111

This is the good news 
   which we have received,  
   in which we stand, 
   and by which we are saved, 
   if we hold it fast: 
   that Christ died for our sins 
   according to the scriptures, 
   that he was buried, 
   that he was raised on the third day, 
   and that he appeared first to the women, 
   then to Peter, and to the Twelve, 
   and then to many faithful witnesses. 
We believe that Jesus is the Christ,
   the Son of the living God. 
Jesus Christ is the first and the last, 
   the beginning and the end;  
   our Lord and our God. Amen.

Affirmation of Faith Matthew 16:16; Revelation 22:13; and John 20:28

Lighting of the Advent Wreath and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy name,
   thy kingdom come,
   thy will be done,
   on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
  and forgive us our debts,
  as we forgive our debtors;
  and lead us not into temptation,
  but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
  and the glory, forever. Amen.

Children are invited to come forward to the steps for the Lighting of the Advent Wreath, and afterward, children age 3 - 6th
grade are invited to Church School and should be picked up by their families at the end of the worship service.
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Prayers of the People

Prayer of Dedication

Sending

Please stand in body or spirit.
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” REGENT SQUAREHymn 143

“Carillon on a Ukrainian Carol”Postlude Gerald Near

The congregation is invited to continue worshiping through the postlude,
which is offered as a thanksgiving to God.

Blessing
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The cross is dedicated 
“In memory of all those who died from AIDS in our church and community.”

Our cross-bearer today is Meg Harper.

 Lighting the Advent Wreath are
Larry Tallamy and Jerry Gaschen.

The small candle on the communion table is lit as a
prayer for peace in this Advent season.

Doxology
Please stand in body or spirit.

OLD HUNDREDTH

The words may be found in Glory to God: The Presbyterian Hymnal, 144.
Offertory

Call to Offering

Harold Darke
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This Week at First Church

Today
9:30 a.m. Childcare

9:30 a.m. Worship Circle with Babies & Toddlers
11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship
11:15 a.m. Church School

12:00 p.m. Coffee & Fellowship
12:15 p.m. Choir Rehearsal

12:20 p.m. Student Choristers
4:00 p.m. Candlelight Carol Service

5:15 p.m. Caroling on the Lawn (weather permitting)

Monday
7:00 p.m. Current Events (virtual)

Wednesday
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship
11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship

Thursday
Church Offices Closed

Saturday
10:00 a.m. Soup Kitchen

Next Sunday
11:00 a.m. Sunday Worship

12:00 p.m. Coffee & Fellowship

Leading This Morning
Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell, Senior Pastor

Rev. Dr. Barbara Davis, Executive Minister
Jenny Bennett, Director of Youth and Family Ministries

Advent Music Makers
The Student Choristers

Rachel Barker-Asto, Family Music Coordinator

The First Church Choir
Michael Shake, Organist and Director of Music
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Announcements

Advent Devotionals
Advent devotionals are now available! You can pick up a physical copy at the back of the church, or read it online
at fpcnyc.org/advent2025.

Service of Candlelight Carols | Today, December 21 | 4:00 p.m.
A community highlight of the season! The First Church Choir and Student Choristers offer this beautiful annual
service of lessons and carols. A festive carol sing on the north lawn (weather permitting) follows. Childcare 
available: infant-age 3.

Join us for our Christmas Eve Services!
Celebrate the joy of Christmas with us on Wednesday, December 24 at 4:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m. We will gather in
worship and song as we welcome the birth of Christ and the light that brings hope to the world. All are invited to
share in the beauty and wonder of this holy night. 

Christmas Car Services
We welcome all to attend our Christmas Eve worship services, and for those who need assistance to get to the 
church we ask that any reservations and requests be made by Dec. 19 to secure your ride. We look forward to
celebrating Christmas Eve with you all. 

Deacons of the Month 
The December deacons of the month are Maged Shenouda and Diane Fairbank. They’ll be wearing a name
badge at coffee hour and would be happy to answer questions about the church.

Adult Education 
This year’s hybrid adult education programs explore hope through ancient and contemporary voices.
   • Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m. – Bible Study will begin again in the new year.  
   • Sundays at 9:30 a.m. – Coffee and Theologians will begin again in the new year.
For details and Zoom links, contact Barbara at bdavis@fpcnyc.org.

Youth & Family Ministries
   •  Worship Circle with Babies and Toddlers (ages 0–3), 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. first and third Sundays
   •  Church School (ages 3–6th grade), children should be picked up in the Parlor after worship
   •  Student Choristers (grades 1–6), 12:20 p.m. to 1:00 p.m.
   •  Youth Leadership Council (grades 6–12), monthly dinners; if you want to sign up, contact Jenny. 
   •  Club 345 (grades 3–5), fourth Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
   •  Confirmation (grades 7–9), select Sundays at 12:30 p.m.; the next meeting is after worship on
       Sunday, January 11.
For more information, contact Jenny at jbennett@fpcnyc.org.

Soup Kitchen Volunteers Needed
St. Joe’s Soup Kitchen, which takes place at First Church every Saturday, needs volunteers! There are two shifts—
morning food prep (10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.) and afternoon food service (1:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m.)—to help cook and
serve 300-plus meals to New York City’s homeless and hungry. No experience is necessary, but please sign up in
advance to volunteer. volunteer@sjsk.nyc or sjsk.nyc.
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ALL ARE WELCOME TO GATHER,
REFLECT AND SHARE THE HOPE OF THE SEASON

TARTAN FAIR CHRISTMAS
December 5-7

VESPERS FESTIVAL OF MUSIC: BEHOLD NEW JOY
December 7 | 4:00 p.m.

SERVICE OF CANDLELIGHT CAROLS
December 21 | 4:00 p.m.

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
December 24 | 4:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.

SCAN TO JOIN US IN FOLLOWING THE ADVENT DEVOTIONAL


