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FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST/PRIDE SUNDAY

Service for the Lord’s Day | June 28,2026 | 11:00 a.m.
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WELCOME To FirstT CHURCH

The Session and members of First Church extend a sincere welcome to all
persons regardless of race, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation.
This includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s
Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and service as an officer of the church.

We are an open and inclusive community, gathered by God’s grace and shaped
by many cultures, identities, and experiences.

Together, we are a tapestry of God’s children, seeking to respond to God’s call
in our lives and to witness to God’s love, grace, and justice in the world.

Wherever you are in your journey of faith, we pray today’s service will be a blessing
to you. If this is your first time here, a member of the pastoral staff would be glad
to greet you and answer any questions about the life and ministries of this church.

We are glad you are here. May you experience God’s welcome in this place today.

Greg Stovell
Senior Pastor

Join us after worship for Coffee Fellowship in the Lobby or
on the North Lawn, weather permitting, to meet one another,
say hello to new faces, and enjoy refreshments.

Gender-neutral restrooms are located at the back of the Sanctuary, as well as
through the wooden doors at the front on the south side. Additional restrooms
are located in the lobby on the north side.

GET INVOLVED
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If you are in need of care, such as prayer, a call from a pastor, or a
ride to the church, please contact our church office at (212) 675-6150.
Our staff will connect you with one of our pastors or a deacon from our caring ministry.



GATHERING
PRELUDE “Now Thank We All Our God” Johann Sebastian Bach
PEALING OF THE CARILLON
WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP
Please stand in body or spirit.
In the name of God,
who created us,
who holds us and the whole world in his hands.
In the name of Christ,
who came into the world,
who reconciles us with God.
In the name of the Spirit
who fills us with eternal life,
who links us with all Christians
and incites us to peace,
we come together to offer our thanks and praise.

HymN “In Your Heart, O God, You Hold Us” HYFRYDOL
Please stand in body or spirit.
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1.In your heart, O God, you hold us- ev - ery-one, from ev - ery land.
2.To be-hold__you in each per-son is our first and great - est task;
3.No dis - tinc - tions,no ex - cep - tions, no di - vi - sions, no__ more walls.
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Ev - ery face__ re-flects your im - age; oh! that we would un - der-stand!
Lov-ing all, as you have Iloved wus, say - ing "yes" to all__ you ask.
In  your love, O God, you free wus- cruel-ty crum -bles, ha - tred falls.
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From the dust you shaped and formed us; by  your breathyou gave us birth.
Yet, O God, our vis - ion fal - ters- ha - tred dulls and dims our sight.
Free our hearts to love each oth - er though the world may think it odd.

Gra - cious God, your love is bound - less; ev - ery - one has sa-cred worth.
Greed dis - torts and fear dis-fig - wures- pierce these shad-ows by your light.
We__ must love God's peo-ple al - ways if we say that we love God.

CALL TO CONFESSION



PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We are your handiwork Almighty God,
woven together in love,
shaped with infinite compassion,
created in your holy image,
painted with incredible beauty,
and yet today we confess we live in a world
plagued with divisions and discrimination.
Our work is not done.
Forgive our sinful ways.
Forgive our complacency.
Heal our divisions.
Have mercy on us.
Remind us today of our call to love you,
and to love every one of your precious children.
Hear our prayers...

S1LENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

RESPONSE JULION
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Though the shad - ows dim our vi - sion, hope is dawn - ing like the sun.
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Give us  strength to tend the wound -ed, till your new  world has be - gun.
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Word of Jus - tice, Liv-ing Prom - ise, be our life, O Ris-en One!

LicHTING OF THE PEACE CANDLE AND SHARING SIGNS OF PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

ANTHEM Tom Trenney
Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! E’en though it be a cross that raiseth me; still all my song shall be nearer, m

God to thee. Nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee! Yea, though the vale I tread, thou art with me. When shadows cloud
my head, thou anointest me. Thy rod and staff shall be comfort to shepherd me nearer, my God, to thee, nearer to thee.
Though waters foam and roar, though mountains quake, thou art my refuge sure, though the earth should shake. Lord,
strengthen and shelter me nearer, my God, to thee. -Sarah Flower Adams

HEARING THE WORD

LESSON Acts 2:37-47

pew Bible, New Testament page120/large print, New Testament page 145
This is the word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.
SERMON “A Good Christian Show” Barron Flood
RESPONDING TO THE WORD
ANTHEM

Glenn Burleigh
Why was I born? Was I born to feed hungry children, or to give shelter to the homeless? Was I born to be my brother’s

keeper, companion to the lonely? I was born to love the Lord with all my heart, my soul, my mind, my strength. If I love God,

1 can love all people. This is my purpose. Purpose.

Why was I born? Was I born to preach the Gospel, or to care for aging parents? Was I born to help the unwed mothers,
or counsel the prisoner? I was born to love the Lord...

If I'love God, I can love all people. This is my purpose. This is why I sing my song. Purpose.



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from Brief Statement of Faith, PC(USA), 1983
Please stand in body or spirit.
The same Spirit
who inspired the prophets and apostles
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,
engages us through the Word proclaimed,
claims us in the waters of baptism,
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.

OFFERING INVITATION
OFFERTORY

Blessed Be! Blest, be the Living Tree. Blessed be the Tree of Life that grows within you and me. Steady and true, rooted in
love. Shelter and peace below and above. Sing to the sky, rise from the earth. Seasons come round again, death to rebirth.

—Melanie DeMore
DoxoLocy
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Traditional Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise Him, all crea-tures
Inclusive Praise God, from whom all bless-ings  flow; praise Christ, all peo - ple
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here be - low; praise Him a - bove, ye  heaven - ly host;
here be - low; praise Ho - ly Spir - it ev - er - 1more;
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praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost. A ) men
praise Tri - une God, whom  we a - dore.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LLORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.
SENDING
Hymn 295 “Go to the World” SINE NOMINE

Please stand in body or spirit.

BLESSING



PosTLUDE “Recessional-Celebration” Rick Bassett

The congregation is invited to continue worshiping through the postlude,
which is offered as a thanksgiving to God.

The cross is dedicated
“In memory of all those who died from AIDS in our church and community.”
Our cross-bearer today is Daniel Duque.

LEADING THIS MORNING
Barron Flood, Guest Preacher
Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell, Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Barbara Davis, Executive Minister

The Summer Choir
Ryan Bauer-Walsh, Tenor
Michael Shake, Organist and Director of Music

Today we welcome to the pulpit Barron Flood (he/him), a candidate for ordination in the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) and a Master of Divinity student at Princeton Theological Seminary. Barron was recently awarded the
Raymond Irving Lindquist Fellowship in Parish Ministry and the Jagow Scholarship in Preaching. A native of Atlanta
and a lifelong Presbyterian, Barron holds a B.A. from Boston College and a ].D. from the University of Pennsylvania
Law School. Before entering seminary, he spent nearly a decade practicing law as a commercial litigator. Barron
currently serves as a Summer Pastoral Resident at Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, supporting the congregation’s
outreach and engagement ministries. He is passionate about creating faith communities that make space for curiosity
and exploration while remaining committed to justice, compassion, and neighborly care. Barron lives in Brooklyn
with his husband and their rescue dog, Roz.

THIisS WEEK AT FIRsT CHURCH

Today, 9:30 a.m. Child Care
June 28 9:30 a.m. Summer Choir
9:30 a.m. Summer Strummers
11:00 a.m.  Worship
12:00 p.m. Coffee & Fellowship
12:30 p.m. Pride Parade Water Tables

Monday, 5:30 p.m. Qigong (virtual)
June 29 7:00 p.m. Current Events (virtual)

Saturday, )
10:00 a.m. Soup Kitchen
July 4

Sunday, 9:30a.m. Child Care
July 5 9:30 a.m. Worship Circle with Babies & Toddlers
11:00 a.m. Worship
12:00 p.m. Coffee & Fellowship

Stay connected with all that’s
happening at First Church.
Scan to receive our weekly
 newsletter, First Matters.




ANNOUNCEMENTS
Pride Parade Water Tables | Today, June 28 | Beginning at 11:00 a.m.

Join First Church for our annual Pride Parade Water Tables as we share hospitality and welcome along the NYC Pride
Parade route. Help offer water, encouragement, and a visible witness to God’s love for all people as we celebrate
Pride and serve our neighbors. Whether you can stay for a short time or the afternoon, we would love to have you
join us.

Coming This Fall: The Gospel According to the Beatles

Join Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell on Thursday nights this fall for a seven week journey through the music of the Beatles
and the enduring themes of faith, love, hope, loneliness, memory, and resurrection. Through song, scripture, and
conversation, we’ll explore how some of the most beloved music of the twentieth century continues to speak to the
deepest questions of our lives.

Senior Luncheon | Thursday, July 9 | 12:30 p.m.
The Elder Care Committee welcomes Irenka Jakubiak, a member of the church, who will present “An Afternoon
of Song.”

Cuba Partners Presentation | Sunday, July 12 | 12:30 p.m.

Hear from our Global Mission Action Group leaders about their recent trip to our partner church in Taguasco,
Cuba. Chair Sorrel Alburger, LouAnne Gilleland and Barron Flood will share their experiences, describe the current
conditions, and offer ways in which we can participate and help.

Summer Music and Community for All Ages | June and July

Join us this summer for music for all ages:
* Summer Strummers (intergenerational ukulele, select Sundays in June and July; rbarkerasto@fpcnyc.org)
* Summer Worship Circle with Babies & Toddlers (select Sundays in June and July; jbennett@fpcnyc.org)
e Family Summer Music (Fridays outdoors in June and July; rbarkerasto@fpcnyc.org)

Youth & Family Ministries

* Church School (age 3-6th grade) is on summer recess and will resume in September.

e Child care for infants and toddlers is available throughout the summer during worship.

* Additional summer programming for children and families will be announced throughout the season.
For more information, contact Jenny, Director of Youth & Family Ministries at jbennett@fpcnyc.org.

Donations Needed for the Yard Sale & Tartan Fair

As we prepare for the Yard Sale in September, we are seeking donations of gently used, high-quality items, including
children’s toys and clothing, kitchen goods, housewares, electronics, jewelry, books, and home décor. We are also
collecting designer handbags, scarves, wallets, sunglasses, and belts for this year’s Accessories Boutique. Donations
may be dropped off in the lobby on weekdays from 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. To make other arrangements, call the Front
Desk or email tartanfair@fpcnyc.org. Volunteers are also needed to help sort and price items on Sundays from
1:00-4:00 p.m.

Deacons of the Month
The June deacons of the month are LouAnne Gilleland and Matthew Power. They’ll be wearing name badges
at coffee hour and would be happy to answer questions about the church.

Soup Kitchen Volunteers Needed

St. Joe’s Soup Kitchen, now housed at First Church, has been serving meals to folks who need them for more than
40 years. Volunteers are needed each Saturday for two shifts: morning food prep (10:30-1:00 p.m.) and afternoon
food service (1:00-3:30 p.m.). No experience is necessary, but please sign up in advance to volunteer. For questions
or to get involved, contact sjskvolunteer@gmail.com or go to sjsk.nyc.
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PERMISSIONS All public domain except: Now Thank We All Our God, from Cantata 79. Arr. Virgil Fox. ©1959 (renewed 1989) The H. W.
Gray Company. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. In Your Heart, O God, You Hold Us. Words ©2020 GIA Publications, Inc. Used under
ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Though the shadows dim our vision. Music ©1983 GIA Publications, Inc.; Words ©2021 GIA Publications, Inc. Used
under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Nearer, My God, to Thee. © 2020 Birnamwood Publications (ASCAP). Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-
A. Purpose. ©1994, 2011 Burleigh Inspirations Music. Published by GIA Publications, Inc. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Blessed Be!
©2019 VocalEssence Press. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Inclusive Doxology text by Neil Weatherhogg. ©1990 Neil Weatherhogg.
Used by permission. Go to the World. Words ©1991 GIA Publications, Inc. Used under ONE LICENSE #73497-A. Recessional-Celebration.
©2018 Rick Bassett. Used by permission. Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, ©1989 Division of
Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

“ This paper contains 100% post-consumer waste content, is made with windpower and made carbon neutral.
07 Neenah Paper is certified by Preferred by Nature for FSC® standards and Green Seal Certified. 3-05077-F

12 W 12th Street, New York, NY 10011
212.675.6150 * fpcnyc.org



