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If you are in need of care, such as prayer, a call from a pastor, or a  
ride to the church, please contact our church office at (212) 675-6150.  

Our staff will connect you with one of our pastors or a deacon from our caring ministry.

Join us after worship for Coffee Fellowship in the Lobby or  
on the North Walkway, weather permitting, to meet one another,  

say hello to new faces, and enjoy refreshments.

Gender-neutral restrooms are located at the back of the Sanctuary, as well as 
through the wooden doors at the front on the south side. Additional restrooms 

are located in the lobby on the north side.

The Session and members of First Church extend a sincere welcome to all  
persons regardless of race, nationality, gender, or sexual orientation. 

This includes an open invitation to membership, the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper, marriage, funerals, memorial services, and service as an officer of the church. 

We are an open and inclusive community, gathered by God’s grace and shaped  
by many cultures, identities, and experiences. 

Together, we are a tapestry of God’s children, seeking to respond to God’s call  
in our lives and to witness to God’s love, grace, and justice in the world.

Wherever you are in your journey of faith, we pray today’s service will be a blessing 
to you. If this is your first time here, a member of the pastoral staff would be glad  
to greet you and answer any questions about the life and ministries of this church.

We are glad you are here. May you experience God’s welcome in this place today.

Greg Stovell
Senior Pastor

Get Involved

Interested in Membership?
Learn more about 
becoming part of  
our community.

Give

Support the life 
and ministries 
of the church.

Stay Connected

Scan to receive our 
weekly newsletter,  
First Matters.

Welcome To First Church
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Gathering

Prelude 	 “Greater Love Hath No Man”	
		  JOHN IRELAND, ARR. COLIN FOWLER

Pealing of the Carillon

Welcome

Call to Worship	 Ex. 1:8–2:10; Ps. 124; Rom. 12:1–8; Matt. 16:13–20
Please stand in body or spirit.

Our help is in the name of the Lord our God,
   maker of heaven and earth,
   who comes to our aid in times of need,
   who gives us the courage to do what we know is right, 
   who invites us to turn away from the influences of the world around us
   and confess Christ alone as Savior and Lord.
This is our God!
Let’s worship together.

Hymn 624	 “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”	 TOULON

Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession

We look for you in all the wrong places, God of the lost,
   and wonder why we cannot find you.
We wander the corridors of power,
   while you are on the sidewalks, beside the homeless.
We sit at the head tables of the world,
   while you are handing out soup to the hungry at the kitchen’s back door.
We applaud those who win the race,
   while you are cheering on those in last place.
In forgiving us, God of new life,
   you would transform our cold hearts
   into those melted in service to others.
In granting us mercy,
   you challenge us to think of all those we have ignored.
In gifting us with grace,
   you enable us to proclaim Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior,
   as the hope, the joy, the peace the world seeks.
Hear our prayers...

Silent Confession

Assurance of Pardon 
Response   		   JULION
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Lighting of the Peace Candle and Sharing Signs of Peace
The peace of Christ be with you. 
   And also with you.

Anthem		  ROBERT LOWRY
My life flows on in endless song
Above earth’s lamentations,
I hear the sweet, though far-off hymn
That hails a new creation.
Through all the tumult and the strife
I hear the music ringing,
It finds an echo in my soul.
How can I keep from singing?

What though my joys and comforts die?
The Lord, my Savior, liveth
What though the darkness gather round?
Songs in the night He giveth.
No storm can shake my inmost calm, 
while to that Refuge clinging.
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, 
How can I keep from singing?

I lift mine eyes, the cloud grows thin,
I see the blue above it.
And day by day this pathway smoothes
Since first I learned to love it.
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart,
A fountain ever springing.
All things are mine since I am His,
How can I keep from singing?		  —Pauline T.

Hearing the Word

Lesson	 Romans 12:1–8 
	      pew Bible, New Testament page 161/large print, New Testament page 196
This is the word of the Lord. 
   Thanks be to God.

Sermon	 “Think Different. Live Different.”	 Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell
	 (A Summer in Rome, Part 3)	

Responding to the Word

Hymn 753	 “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”	 PRAYER OF ST. FRANCIS
Please stand in body or spirit.

Affirmation of Faith		  from Brief Statement of Faith, PC (USA), 1983
We trust in Jesus Christ,
   fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
   preaching good news to the poor
   and release to the captives,
   teaching by word and deed
   and blessing the children,
   healing the sick
   and binding up the brokenhearted,
   eating with outcasts,
   forgiving sinners,
   and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.

Offering Invitation

Offertory		  MENDELSSOHN
Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give to thee a crown of life!
Be not afraid, My help is nigh; Be thou faithful unto death!
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Doxology		  OLD HUNDREDTH
Please stand in body or spirit.

Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
   thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
   and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
   and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, forever. 
Amen.

Sending

Hymn 377  	 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”	 HOUSTON
Please stand in body or spirit.

Blessing

Postlude 	 “Postlude in D”	 HEALEY WILLAN

The congregation is invited to continue worshiping through the postlude, 
which is offered as a thanksgiving to God.

The cross is dedicated  
“In memory of all those who died from AIDS in our church and community.”
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Leading This Morning
Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell, Senior Minister

Jenny Bennett, Director of Youth and Family Ministries

William Benoit, Tenor 
Colin Fowler, Visiting Musician
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This Week at First Church

Stay connected with all that’s 
happening at First Church. 
Scan to receive our weekly 
newsletter, First Matters.

Today, 
August 23

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Child Care
Worship
Coffee & Fellowship 

Saturday, 
August 29 10:00 a.m. Soup Kitchen

Sunday,  
August 30

9:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Child Care
Worship
Coffee & Fellowship
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Announcements
Homecoming 2026 | Sunday, September 13
Looking ahead, mark your calendars for Homecoming Sunday on September 13 as we begin a new program year  
at First Church. This year’s theme, The God of Small Things, celebrates the ways God works through faithfulness  
in ordinary things, quietly shaping our lives and the life of our church. We look forward to beginning this new  
season together! 

Adult Education Fall Program: the Bible, Theology, and The New Yorker
This past spring, The New Yorker published two fascinating theological articles: How Did American Christianity End  
Up Like This? and St. Paul Remade Human History. How Did He Do It? Join us in Coffee and Theology (Sundays  
at 9:30 a.m.) and Bible Study (Wednesdays at 12:30 p.m.) as we explore these articles in more depth. 

Children & Youth Registration 
Church School begins on Homecoming Sunday, September 13! Registration for the 2026–27 program year is 
now open for Church School, Worship Circle, and other children and youth opportunities. Please complete one 
registration form per family. Find the registration page under Connect → Children & Youth on our website.

Music at First Church: 2026–27 Season
At the intersection of the Village and the City, our musicians invite you to encounter the beauty of holiness, to live in 
wonder, and resonate in rhythm. Join us for another inspiring season of music at First Church. The 2026–27 season 
brings back cherished traditions while introducing exciting new musical offerings throughout the year. Whether 
you’ve attended these events for years or are joining us for the first time, we hope you’ll be part of this season of 
worship, beauty, and community. Stay tuned for more details about each event in the months ahead.

The Gospel According to the Beatles
Join Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell on Thursday nights beginning September 17 at 6:00 p.m. for a six-week journey through 
the music of the Beatles and the enduring themes of faith, love, hope, loneliness, memory, and resurrection. Through 
song, scripture, and conversation, we’ll explore how some of the most beloved music of the twentieth century 
continues to speak to the deepest questions of our lives. 

Village Campus Ministry Kicks Off September 15
Calling all college and graduate students! First Church’s student ministry partner, Village Campus Ministry, kicks 
off its program year on Tuesday, September 15. Students from any university are welcome to join Village for weekly 
dinner and Bible study on Tuesdays from 6:00–7:30 p.m. in the Parlor. Village also hosts retreats, service projects, 
learning trips, small groups, and more throughout the year. Learn more at villagecampusministry.org. 

Donations Needed for the Yard Sale & Tartan Fair 
As we prepare for the Yard Sale in September, we are seeking donations of gently used, high-quality items, including 
children’s toys and clothing, kitchen goods, housewares, electronics, jewelry, books, and home décor. We are also 
collecting designer handbags, scarves, wallets, sunglasses, and belts for this year’s Accessories Boutique. Donations 
may be dropped off in the lobby on weekdays from 9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. To make other arrangements, call the Front 
Desk or email tartanfair@fpcnyc.org. Volunteers are also needed to help sort and price items on Sundays from 
1:00–4:00 p.m. 

2026 Mission & Social Justice Grants
First Church is now accepting applications for the 2026 Grant Program. Grants support PC(USA)-related agencies 
and New York City nonprofit organizations working in areas such as environmental stewardship, food insecurity, 
immigration & refugee support, interfaith dialogue, LGBTQ advocacy, poverty relief, racial equity, and special needs 
populations. Know an organization that could benefit? Applications are open through September 30, 2026. You can 
find the application on our website at fpcnyc.org/serve/grants. Questions? Contact mission@fpcnyc.org.

Deacons of the Month
The August deacons of the month are Bob Reiter and LouAnne Gilleland. They’ll be wearing name badges  
at coffee hour and would be happy to answer questions about the church.

Soup Kitchen Volunteers Needed
St. Joe’s Soup Kitchen, now housed at First Church, has been serving meals to folks who need them for more than  
40 years. Volunteers are needed each Saturday for two shifts: morning food prep (10:30–1:00 p.m.) and afternoon 
food service (1:00–3:30 p.m.). No experience is necessary, but please sign up in advance to volunteer. For questions  
or to get involved, contact sjskvolunteer@gmail.com or go to sjsk.nyc.
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A sermon series
Journey through the Book of Romans


